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Do you know where the ruins are ? I asked 'Ali. Ay, I
know, he replied; it is years back that I saw them, walls
as of castles—he used the plural form c Al Iqsar,' which by
European corruption has given us the Luxor of Egypt—and
yet a strange sort of walls, all black as if burned with fire.
God knows if they be castles indeed, yet they say it was the
city of 'Ad. If it is not all covered with sand—sometimes
the sand covers it all so that nothing can be seen of the ruins,
and at others it digs them up. I have seen them, five or four
maybe, but there must be many more. And do you know the
iron too ? I asked. Only by the description of others, he
replied. It is not in the ruins but away from them, perhaps
an hour or more, but God knows. I only tell you what I have
seen. Is it near Umm al Hadid ? I asked. Ay, it is near,
not far, he answered cautiously. If you pray the noon
prayer at the castles you may drive the camels to the water
by the afternoon prayer. That is as I remember it, but I
know the place exactly and will take you there. And, I asked
on another occasion, have you heard of or seen any other
ruins anywhere in the sands. There are none but these, he
replied; I know the desert as well as any other. Take it
from me there are none but these.
Such was the contribution of my companions to the
problem. At Jabrin a vague tradition of an attack by 'Ad
and a ring of forts round the frontier suggested defence
against a possible enemy in the south, although the ruins
there visible are of too recent date to count towards the
solution of the Wabar problem. At Maqainama a deep
well obviously not the work of modern Badawin ; a bronze
arrowhead; and the deeply scored tracks of a caravan
route: argued a nearer approach to the problem. Bir
Padhil contributed nothing but deep wells, but between
there and Tuwairifa the discovery of ancient river-beds had
been more than encouraging, if the theory of comparatively
recent desiccation could be accepted. Moreover there were
plentiful evidences of man in the flint implements found in
association with presumably fresh-water shells, and on the
buried sites of ancient wells ; while there was no reason to
suppose that the men who had used them were not compara-

